World War I:  Week 3

· Preliminaries:

· Contact an internet search using edu domain only.

· Class response to the idea of one online session, two weeks from now.  Can everyone be online by then, from 6:00 to 9:40?  Would we like trying it?

· I’ll be posting regularly my grade book for this class at: http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/WWI/Wk3Lecture.doc  If you do not like what you see, submit, re-submit, do make-up assignments if you miss class time.  You are in charge of your grade, not I.  I’m simply a recorder.  

I. One key goal for all of us is to become better thinkers. In part, this involves getting the key point.  To achieve this goal, it is better to understand well one thing than to have a superficial knowledge of many.  I also want to drive the point home that the study of history is critically important. So, let’s review what we have been doing so far—once more.  We’ll divide into small groups.  Each group will discuss the following questions, and be prepared to give a presentation to the class tonight.   Next week, we’ll have a graded in-class quiz on some of these questions, so please take notes and pay close attention to what is going on today.

II. Most people simply wrote what MLK, Jesus, stood for. Let’s start with that:  What did they stand for?  What is the evidence?  Now the hard question:  What was the point of talking about these two in a WWI class?

III. What did we find out when we compared the two presidential proclamations regarding Columbus Day (pp. ix, x)?  What did I want you to get out of this exercise?

IV. English:  What are its origins?  Obviously, this is something we should all know, so that was ONE of my goals in talking about it.  But that was part of a larger discussion, getting ready to understand WWI.  What was the larger point I was trying to make?

V. What did we learn from the casualty tables (p. 1)?

VI. What was Sassoon’s point (p. vii)? 

VII. What was my point in playing “I Ain’t Marching Anymore” (p. 40)? What was Phil Ochs’ point in writing that song?

a. Why did we talk about the history of the universe, the solar system, and our species?

b. Why did we talk about Iraq?
c. Five significant points.  The point of this assignment is not description, but analysis.  Review the actual submissions below.  Which one of four provides one significant point and then explain why it is significant (as long we are doing it, correct the English too, please)?  
d. The war brought a lot of new versions of warfare. The Germans introduced the U-boats, or submarines into the war, causing the Allies to lose many warships as well as merchant ships and passenger liners. There were a lot of American lives lost due to the U-boats destruction, causing Americans to become angry and giving the Allies hope that the United States would eventually join the war against Germany. This was also brought the use of planes for spotting the enemy, bombing and ground attacks. There was also the addition of tanks used mostly by the Allies to get passed the barbed wire and trenches laid by the enemy as well as making it easier to travel through the unfavorable conditions.

e. The naval military was crucial in World War I, not only for engagement, but for blockages which affected necessities and supplies. A country cannot fight without food and ammunition. The Royal British fleet was massive and modern for the times. The German fleet was inferior, yet ruthless and deceitful. The Germans brought disaster upon themselves by assaulting The RMS Lusitania, a cruise ship containing 128 American passengers. This, along with Germany’s total disregard for sea restrictions, caused Pres. Roosevelt and America to call Pres. Wilson a coward and thus, pressured the U.S. to declare war on Germany and ultimately defeat them. Once the U.S. Navy joined the Big Berthas, the Germans were sunk.
f. Also strikingly significant to me seemed the sinking of a British liner, The Lusitania, in 1915 by German U-boats.  Significant were the 128 American passengers on board the ship.  The United States had so far stayed out of the war, but this was the first act of violence that got the attention of not only the American president, but the public.  I believe it largely influenced the latter involvement of the United States in a European war that America, at first, considered messy.  
g. The first most important thing about WWI was the amount of countries that participated in the war.  This point gives us the idea that WWI was not at all a war in which just a few countries participated in.
Each group should be prepared to present to the class one additional significant point.  Next week’s quiz will ask you to present one such point in writing.

X. Let’s review some key events of WWI (pp. 1-39).  

1. XI. I’d like to discuss one more contemporary account (Poverty and Inequality) to drive two points home, which will sharpen our understanding of history.  So, read the article, and then tell the class:

2. Does Sklar believe that the USA is a compassionate country?  

3. What evidence does she present to back up her view—summarize.

4. Key point for us is that a study of history is crucially important.  What parts of her article support this view of history.  Describe and explain.

XII. Who is telling the truth, the New York Times or Tehran Times?
1. Here we’re going to address the material on pp. 255-260.  This involves your second assignment for next week, with you playing the role of a historical detective.  This material will not be included in the quiz.

2. Context:  Where is Venezuela?  How many people does it have?  What is its chief export product?

3. Who are NYT and TT?

4. In what ways are their versions different?

5. Now, the problem becomes more difficult.  We can take it for granted that any media outlet that ever existed is perfectly capable of lying, and that neither article is written by a Nobel Prize winner.  So our task as detectives involves a determination of not who is lying or doesn’t understand what s/he is talking about, but who is farther away from the truth.  We can approach the problem in a stepwise fashion, relying in part on circumstantial evidence.  One angle:  Does the USA, historically topple democratically-elected regimes?  Search this on the internet and library.  Provide some examples (Hints:  look up one of the following U.S. interventions: Brazil, Argentina, Guatemala, Chile, Indonesia, Congo, Iran.

6. Another hint:  In the last few decades, the following powerful friends of peace and the poor have died under mysterious circumstances, with often bankers, the CIA, or the FBI close by.  Some prominent names in this very very long list:  Abe Lincoln, John F. Kennedy Sr., John F. Kennedy Jr., Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Princess Diana, John Lennon, labor leader Walter Reuther, Karen Silkwood.  Can you think of a single conservative (that is, someone like Bush, or John Kerry, or ex-governor Engler, or Harry Truman), who died under similarly mysterious circumstances?  What could that absence possibly mean?

7. OK, so much for circumstantial evidence.  Now conduct an internet search, involving ONLY edu domains, and try to find out what actually happened on April 14, 2002 in the country of Venezuela.
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