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Re-Telling and Interpretation of Woody Guthrie’s Song, “Pretty Boy Floyd” 


The song Pretty Boy Floyd by Woody Guthrie is a depression era folk song. The song explains how Oklahoma outlaw Pretty Boy Floyd and his wife metpast tensea deputy on a country road. The Deputy used disrespectful language and drew his gun. Pretty Boy wielded a log chain and killed the deputy. He and his wife fleefled into the woods and becomepresent urban legends. I don’t recall anything about his wife going anywhere.     pls don’t switch tenses, since you started in the past, go on in the pastWhile the authorities are blaming him for every crime, the citizens are proclaiming him a saviorI’m not sure this happened, appearing as a beggar but leaving huge sums of money in exchange for food.  On Christmas day, in the song, Pretty Boy goes so far as to leave bags of groceries on the town hall steps for families on relief.


The second half of the song contrasts the “outlaw” with the bankers and landowners. Stating, “Some will rob you with a six gun, some will rob you with a pen. But you’ve never seen an outlaw drive a family from its home.” I think Guthrie’s point in this song is rooting for the underdogs, those whose crops have failed, or who have otherwise done poorly in business while others have grown richer and fatter. I think he is saying, deal with injustice, unjustly. Take from the  “haves” to sustain the “have nots”. 
This is very good!!!
